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Life After CRUSADES: The Sci Fi Channel 
Gives Straczynski Another Shot 
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Alex Zahara 

A Frequent Guest on SF TV Looks 
to Settle In as a Pious Warrior 


A ctor Alex Zahara was as- 
Z\ tonished. The very first 
x A.day he walked in to par¬ 
ticipate in a cast read-through of 
BABYLON 5: THE LEGEND 
OF THE RANGERS, he was 


p of C£ 


-f«ny s« 


he others, took m( 


plete makeup, playing the 
character, I felt many layers of 
Dulann. I even wrote a back- 
history for him before I audi- 

Like fellow B5 actor An¬ 
dreas Katsulas, Zahara is a rare 
breed among actors: tolerant in 
working with elaborate, pros¬ 
thetic makeup. “I had done a 
STARGATE episode (“Foot¬ 
hold”], where 1 had done full- 
nd body prosthetics. It 


down and it clicked. Right from 
the first day of filming, bang , it 
was literally like we’d all gone 
through training together. I 


by 


Zahara was in ar 
sition. He’d been 
lann, the Minbari second-in- 
:ommand of the starship Lian- 

rantain David Martel, as played 
dw Canuck Dylan Neal, 
get the part, said Zahara. 
first necessary to know 


the chat 


po- award for MOJO. Notably, he’s 


DROMEDA (“Music of a Dis¬ 
tant Drum ”|, DARK ANGEL 
|“Rising” and “Red”], THE 
OUTER LIMITS (“Tribunal”], 
and three STARGATE episodes. 
Upon being cast in RANGERS. 


e. I th 


said Zahara. “I ally si 


makeup was like putting the la.< 
built the infrastructure, but the 


very good. I thought all th 
rounded. It’s really great to rea 

like Greek drama.” 

further research befor 



episodes. “It’s incredibly, intri¬ 
cately well-written. The people 
play it with such conviction and 
passion — there’s emotional in¬ 
vestment in it. (In other SF TV 
shows,] everyone’s so cool all 
the time. In this show, they lose 
their cool. They blow up; they 
have fights; they get passionate 
about things; they laugh like 

They’re not trying to be cool. 
They’re being their characters.” 

So how does Zahara envi¬ 
sion Dulann’s relationship with 
Martel? “David and Dulann are 
very complementary. They real¬ 
ly balance each other; they’re 
two sides of a coin. David has a 
lot going that Dulann wishes he 
could express. Dulann has a 


do. He (offers| David a 
ou may wish to take this 

ide.' They provide sup- 


steadicam. Then, after that, they 

shoulder coverage that they 
needed. For the most part, yeah. 

Having completed the film’s 

Zahara looked back and re¬ 
marked. “It was the best, most 
family-oriented feeling I've 
had. We worked long days. Of- 

show and the people there arc 
unhappy. Everyone on this 
show felt that they wanted to be 


•What are you doi 
Well, 1 want to I 
wanted to hang oi 
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They’re the Fastest Growing Force in Filmmaking. 
Why Not Rule in Comfort? 
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By Denise Dumars _ . 

I t may have been a cool sum¬ 
mer night in Los Angeles, but 
it was high noon in outer 
space. Long-time writing part¬ 
ners Timothy Abram Cox and 
David Goodin, along with their 
producer, Tavin Marin Titus, 
were discussing the completion 
of THE MAN WITH NO EYES, 
the first short film produced by 
the Sci Fi Lab’s Exposure Stu¬ 
dios, the institution formed out of 
the Sci Fi Channel series EXPO¬ 
SURE. “Without Dave, there 
would be no brilliant ideas,” said 
Cox, whose wild laugh makes his 
enthusiasm for the project conta¬ 
gious. 

Titus discussed her role in the 
project: “I was brought on board 
16 


about...a half 
hour before the 
movie? It was 
five weeks be¬ 
fore we started 
filming what 
then was a very 

ambitious short film project. I’d 
worked in short film before, but 
nothing like this project. It had a 
very low budget, but at the same 
time it was an incredible opportu¬ 
nity for them. It is a sci-fi west¬ 
ern, which has elements that, 
when you’re working in the short 
film format, are extremely chal¬ 
lenging. As a producer, I told 
them the reality of the situation 
compared to the fantasy. We sat 
down and decided to go with the 
fantasy anyway. 
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What Started as an Experiment in Bringing Short-Form 
Storytelling to SF Fans has Become a 
Production Source in Itself 
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The Goal was to Rejuvenate the STAR TREK Franchise. 
Seven Seasons of Triumphs and Failures. 















“With VOYAGER, some people kept saying, ‘It’s moving in the wrong direc¬ 
tion. STAR TREK shouldn’t be about coming home.” 


—VOYAGER Creator Michael Filler 
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TREKAPALOOZAi 
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TREKAPALOOZAI 



The Voyager Crew Experiences the Road Less 
Travelled in this Emotion-Packed Two-Parter 











































TREKAPALOOZA! 
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The Actor Who Told Fans to Get a Life 
Now Wants to Give Them His in a New Video Release 
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The Producers Wanted to Pump Up the Self- 
Referential Humor, hut Universal Wasn’t Laughing 























Alchemy, Conspiracies, and Evil Figure in 
the Theatrical Return of Romulus Films 



































Peter Pan Flies Again, As Disney Offers 
Up Another All-in-the-Fantily Sequel 
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The Animated Films 


Peter Jackson Wasn’t the First to Take on Tolkien. 
How Rankin, Bass, and Bakshi Envisioned Middle-Earth 

























The Lost Effects of 
jay and silent bob 

STRIKE BACK 


Nervous Lawyers Meant Scooby 
Didn’t Get His Snack 














"Poises 

The Ghoul's in the Hood When Snoop Dogg and 
Ernest Dickerson Go Supernatural 
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IF MISS RUMASRS 
TOLD YOUTH! WHOLM 
STORY! YOU WOULDN’T 
MIS... 


THE REVIEW OF HORROR 
FANTASY & 
SCENCE FICTION 


Subscribe Now at Money-Saving Rates and 
Take Any Back Issue Below as Our Gift! 
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